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THE OLD RUSSIAN WRITER
AND PREACHER OF 12th CENTURY,
CYRIL OF TUROV'

Abstract:

The article discusses the main milestones in the life and creative heritage of the out-
standing writer of the Eastern Slavs, Bishop Cyril of Turov, as well as the history of the
study of his work. He entered into the history of East Slav literature as an author of
prayers, canons and homilies. His work’s popularity surpassed similar writings of other
old Slavic authors for centuries. His spiritual works still echo today in the orthodox folk
songs in Belarus’, Ukraine and Russia. Cyril of Turov is one of the most revered saints
in Belarus’ one can see monuments to him in many Belarusian cities.
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AnroTanrpg: FOA. JIABHHIEB. «/IPEBHEPYCCKUH ITUCATEIb M ITIPONOBEIHUK XII B. Kupvit
TyPOBCKUIT».

B crarpe paccMaTpuBaIOTCA OCHOBHBIE BEXU JKU3HU M TBOPYECKOE HACIEANE BbIIAIO-
merocs nucaresg Bocrounoi Cinasun, Kupmuia enuckona TypOBCKOro. AHAIU3UPY-
€TCs B HEU TAKOKE U UCTOPHS U3YYECHHS JAHHONU HAyYHO IIPOOJIEMATHKU. DTOT TBOPEL],
BONIEJ B UICTOPHIO JIMTEPATYP BOCTOYHBIX CJIABAH KAK ABTOP MOJIMTB, IIOXBAJI CBATBIM,
KaHOHOB U noydeHui. I1o crenenu nonyasapHOCTHA €ro NPOU3BEICHUS IIPEBOCXO-
JWIN AHAJIOIMYHbIE COYUMHEHMS OOJIBIIUHCTBA APYIUX JPEBHECIABAHCKHUX ABTOPOB
Ha IPOTSDKEHUU HECKOJIBKUX CTOJIETUI. COUMHEHHBIE UM MOJIMTBBI M CETOJHS 3BydaT
B IIPABOCJIABHOM HapOAHOU cpejie benapycy, Ykpauns! 1 Poccrn. Kupnsut TypOBCKUH
ABJIAETCA OJJHUM U3 CAMBIX IIOYUTAEMBIX B Benapycu CBATHIX: MAMATHUKHA €EMY YCTa-
HOBJIEHBI BO MHOTHX I'OPO/JIAX PECITYOINKHU.
KiroueBsie ci10Ba:

Kupwn Typosckutt, JpeBHss Pych, IpaBOCIaBue, JPEBHEPYCCKAS TUTEPATYPA, PYKO-
IIMCHAs1 KHDKHOCTD, MEKCIIABAHCKUE KYJIBI'YPHBIE CBA3H.

Cyril of Turov — the saint, Bishop, outstanding writer of Eastern Slavia,
author of prayers, praise of saints, canons, teachings. His works in terms
of their popularity surpassed the works of other authors of antiquity for centu-
ries. His prayers are still heard in the Orthodox communities of Belarus’, Ukraine
and Russia. Little information has been preserved about Cyril’s life. The dates of
his birth and death are unknown; he presumably died around 1183. In the Life
of St Cyril of Turov, created several decades after his death, it is said: “.. blessed
Cyril was born and raised by the city ... of Turov in the Russian country ... a son of

1 The work was carried out with the financial support of the RFBR (grant Ne 18-512-76004).
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arich parent.” The compiler of his Life calls him “The Second Chrysostom” for his
literary talent, which delighted contemporaries and their descendants: “Rejoice
at the holy prelate, our teacher! The second Chrysostom shone for us more than
anyone else ...”

Cyril took monastic vows in his hometown of Turov, became famous for his
monastic deeds and theological works, and was supposedly elevated to epis-
copal dignity in 1159. After taking office, the new Bishop found himself in the
midst of political struggle and church strife. Cyril denounced the heresies and
the iniquity of princes and bishops capable of making a show of living honorable
lives while openly deceiving the people. In the latter days of his life, Cyril left the
episcopal ministry and continued his literary works in one of the Turov monas-
teries, possibly St Nicholas.

Cyril’'s hometown of Turov in the twelfth century was one of the most signifi-
cant old Russian cities. The first mention of it dates back to 980: “Rovgolod came
from overseas and exercised authority in Polotsk just as Tury, from whom the
Turovians get their name, did in Turov.” Archaeological excavations have shown
that a large settlement near the present Turov may have developed much earlier
than this. In the tenth century. it was 2 major economic and cultural center, the
capital city of the Principality of Turov. Here arose one of the first bishoprics in
Russia, to which many cities and neighboring villages were given into its keeping.
At the end of the eleventh and the beginning of the twelfth centuries. the Greek
Princess Barvara, wife of Prince Svyatopolk Izyaslavich, founded the Barvara
monastery for women in Turov. On the site of the ancient city, archaeologists
have discovered the remains of numerous buildings, a stone cathedral, stone sar-
cophags and many cultural artefacts. The latter speak of the wide economic and
cultural ties of Turov and the Turov’ region with the Black Sea, the Baltic states
and the East. In the center of the city was the princely palace; to the south — the
Borisogleb’ Cathedral; to the west of it — the episcopal or “ruler” courtyard in an
elevated location.

In the Life of the saint, his writings are listed in detail, some of which have
not survived: denunciation of the heresy of Bishop Theodore, numerous letters
to Prince Andrey of Bogolyubovo and praise to many saints, the Great Penitential
Canon with the arrangement of verses in alphabetical order and other works.

Among the old Slavic authors of Eastern Slavia, Bishop Cyril of Turov was per-
haps the most prolific, especially given the writings attributed to him. Unfortuna-
tely, despite a relatively long study of the creative heritage of the scribe, an accurate
list of his works and their manuscripts has not yet been created. Cyril’s authorship
has been established for only a few epistles and teachings (some of which are
known only by name), several sermons, about 30 prayers and two canons.

The earliest extant lists of Cyril’s works date back to the 13th century. Over
time, the number of such lists gradually increased in both East Slavic and South
Slavic lands. Particularly noteworthy is the fact of the wide distribution of hand-
written lists of the prelate’s works among the Southern Slavs in the 16th — 17th
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centuries. In the following century, Cyril’s prayers began to be actively rewritten
by Russian Old Believers. Cyril’s works were printed in the second half of the
16th century and published in greater number in the first third of the next cen-
tury. In summary, these were prayers and “a sermon by ‘the unworthy monk Cyril’
on the Ascension Day on the fourth day of the sixth week after Easter, from the
prophetic precepts and about the resurrection of the Universal Adam.”

Until the end of the 16th century, Cyril’s most widely read and distributed
works were the hymnographic and some homiletic works. After that there was
a surge of interest in the prayers of the ascetic, which has not dried up to this day.
In 1596, in Vilna, in the printing house of the Orthodox Brotherhood of the Holy
Spirit, a collection was published of “Everyday prayers by many of the Church
Fathers, Christian teachers, chosen from Greek writings, and other prayers for
the week of St Cyril, the cenobite.” This edition was published during a period of
tragic unrest in church life, in the year of the adoption of the Church Union of
Brest. It served as a model and basis for many subsequent editions in the 17th —
20th centuries. Intended for a wide range of Orthodox, primarily laypeople,
it brought the prayers of Cyril to many people and many generations.

This publication marked the beginning of a new life for Cyril’s prayers and
the advent of a new era of their spread among the Orthodox. The texts of the
prayers placed in it formed the basis for the publication of a second edition
in 1880. It was carried out by an expert on the writings of the saint, Bishop Euge-
ne (Shereshilov) of Minsk, who, together with his colleagues, believed that Cyril’s
prayers constituted the best part of his works. According to him, they entered
church and folk use due to their detachment from conventional influences of
place and time, had a wide and beneficial effect on Russian Christians. They can
therefore be considered “the best of the existing prayers in church usage.” The
famous Russian writer N.S. Leskov so appreciated and was inspired by the Cyril
prayer cycle that he prepared and published his own edition of it in 1876 under
the title “Prayer offerings to God of our holy father Cyril, Bishop of Turov.” The
book contains an epigraph that allows us to understand how the writer per-
ceived the essence of Cyril’s literary creativity: “Not to pray only for ourselves,
but also for strangers and enemies, not just for Christians, but also for adherents
of different faiths, so that they would turn to God.”

Orthodox monasticism has always honored the works of Cyril, especially his
prayer cycle. From the prayers of the ascetic, the monks composed a whole book,
which they rewrote until the 19th century. Thanks to this, there was a source
base for studying the work of Cyril. From the very beginning of the development
of Slavic studies as an academic area, researchers drew attention to the literary
talent of the saint. The significance of Cyril’s work for the history of Slavic culture
and his excellent knowledge of Christian literature at that time were appreci-
ated. According to the Church calendar, Cyril’s commemoration falls on 28th
or 30th of April. In the 1870s Bishop Eugene of Minsk and Turov strengthened
the veneration of Cyril: the saint became the patron saint of the Minsk diocese.
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The title page with the prayers of Cyril of Turov,
manuscript of the 15th century. Kiey,
National Library of Ukraine named after V. I. Vernadsky,
Institute of manuscripts. E 1. st. u. 5357

In 1984, when the celebration of the Synaxis of the Belarusian Saints was estab-
lished, our saint was among them. Now the name of Cyril is carried by the Minsk
Theological Academy and the public scientific society in the city of Gomel, and
in his honor a church order and a medal have been established. Every year on
11 May (April 28th, according to the old style), a celebration in memory of the
saint with a procession is held in the saint’s hometown of Turov.

No reliable images and descriptions of the appearance of Cyril have been
found. However, iconographic scripts describe him as follows: “..elderly, very
clever and gentle; with a small round beard, simple hair, a thin face; in chasuble
and omophorion, a hat with an embroidered cross on his head, a book in his
hands.” One of the earliest surviving iconographic images of Cyril dates back to
the beginning of the 19th century. Then, apparently, there were only a few, but
by the end of the century there were many more of them. Today this saint is one
of the most revered Belarusian saints. His images exist not only on icons, but
also on secular paintings and graphic works. Monuments were erected to him
in 2 number of Belarusian cities. One of them is located in the center of Turov,
the other is on the territory of the Belarusian State University of Minsk, the third
is in the centre of the city of Gomel.

Translated by Igor Kaliganov
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