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THEODOSIUS, A SERBIAN SCRIBE

OF THE LAST DECADES OF THE 13th CENTURY

TO THE FIRST THIRD OF THE 14th CENTURY
1

Abstract: Abstract: 

The article describes the literary activities of the Serbian scribe Theodosius who lived 
in the last decades of the 13th century — the first third of the 14th century. He penned 
hagiographic writings, lives, praises, services and canons in honor of Serbian saints. 
At the end of the 14th century, while in the Athonite Hilandar monastery, he created the 
lengthy Life of the Holy Archbishop Sava of Serbia. Based on the facts of the life of this 
saint, written earlier by his predecessor Domentian, the scribe created an independent 
work, characterized by his literary style and the depth of psychological analysis.
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Аннотация: Аннотация: Л.К. ГАВРЮШИНА. Л.К. ГАВРЮШИНА. «ФЕОДОСИЙ, СЕРБСКИЙ КНИЖНИК ПОСЛЕДНИХ ДЕСЯТИЛЕ-
ТИЙ XIII — ПЕРВОЙ ТРЕТИ XIV В.».

В статье рассказывается о литературной деятельности жившего в последних 
десятилетиях XIII — первой трети XIV в. сербского книжника Феодосия. Его перу 
принадлежат агиографические сочинения, жития, похвалы, службы и каноны 
в честь сербских святых. В конце XIII в. он, находясь в афонском Хиландарском 
монастыре, создал пространное житие святого архиепископа Саввы Сербско-
го. Опираясь на фактографическую основу жития этого святого, написанного 
ранее его предшественником Доментианом, книжник создал самостоятельное 
произведение, отличающееся беллетристичностью и глубиной психологиче-
ских характеристик.
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Theodosius is а Serbian scribe, writer, junior contemporary of Domen-

tian. Information about him as an individual is extremely limited. Most 

scho lars assume that he was a hieromonk and an elder of the Hilandar Mo-

nastery in Mt. Athos, whose name was mentioned in the archives of 1302–27. 

It was also suggested that he was the spiritual father of the Serbian King Milutin 

(1282–1321).

Theodosius wrote hagiographic works: lives of the saints, praise, services 

and canons in honor of Serbian saints. The scribe’s most famous work is the Life 

1 The work was carried out with the financial support of the RFBR (grant № 18–512–76004).
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of the first national Archbishop St Sava of Serbia (1219–35), which was appa-

rently written by him at the end of the 13th century at the Hilandar Monas tery. 

Theodosius borrowed the actual outline of the work from the life of the saint in 

the edition by Domentian, but abandoned the complex symbolism and theolo-

gical constructions of his predecessor.

Aside from Domentian’s writing, the scribe used Byzantine archetypes. He 

borrowed the introduction to the work from the Life of Sava the Sanctified, writ-

ten by the sixth century Byzantine hagiographer Cyril of Scythopolis, and there 

are parallels in some portions of the main part of the memorial with the Life of 

St Demetrios of Thessalonica, who lived in the third and fourth centuries. Theo-

dosius offered the reader his own vision of events and interpretation of St Sava’s 

image. He sought to create the image of a true Christian ascetic who prevails over 

human delusions and transforms а “world” that has become estranged from God. 

The scribe was able to realize the value of the individual human person and the 

value of its unceasing striving for spiritual perfection. With respect to Sava’s spir-

itual development, he dwells in detail on a turning point of the fate of his hero — 

his choice of life path. The hagiographer reveals in detail Rastko’s conversation 

St Sava of Serbia, Tsar Constantine and Tsaritsa Helena,

fresco at the monastery of Grachanitsa, c. 1338.


